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Public Health Advisory- Please post and distribute 

 
Date: September 19, 2005 
 
To: All Health Care Providers  
  
CC: Infection Control Professionals 
  Local Health Officers 
     
From: DHMH Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response  
    
Re: Vibrio Infections following Katrina 
Statement of Fact: 
 Evacuees from the Katrina effected gulf areas have relocated to Maryland and may 
present to healthcare facilities for evaluation and treatment of acute infections related to vibrio 
species of bacteria.  Several cases of Vibrio infections in residents in the affected areas have been 
reported.  These illnesses were caused by V. vulnificus, V. parahaemolyticus, and nontoxigenic 
V. cholerae.  These organisms are acquired from the environment and are unlikely to cause 
outbreaks from person-to-person transmission.  No cases of toxigenic V. cholerae serogroups O1 
or O139, the causative agents of cholera, were identified. 
 
Recommendations:  
Please refer to the following references and distribute this advisory widely within your staff. 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm54d914a1.htm 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/Katrina/vibriofaq.asp 
 

 


